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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****When we entered Afghanistan airspace, the mountainous terrain
full of snow reminded me of when | flew over them as an air force pilot. Where | live in the United States, | am
close to a mountain range where it snows during the winter, but these mountains, of my native land, are very
different. Seeing them took me back to another time in my life. It reminded me of the people who live around
these mountains in the most primitive way of life with roots so deep and structured by tradition that they are
perversely proud that the most powerful nation of the world, the United States, has difficulty understanding
why they behave the way they do. We landed at Kabul International Airport. Things looked very different from
what | remembered from forty years before. It did not look like the same country | left so long ago. Everything
was filthy and broken. My wife, Fahima, and | couldn t hold back our tears. Through them we saw our country,
which besides being primitive, was now ruined. The innocence of the country that | knew was gone. When we
got out of the airplane, my cousin Mary (Mauree jan Ashraf) was waiting for us with a car. She warned me not
to hug and hold her like we used to. Unlike the way she dressed while in the west, she was now covered from
head to toe. The road to Kabul was totally different; many traffic circles and shack-like stores all around the
street. Most buildings had barbed wire surrounding them for safety. One traffic circle named after the Soviet
war hero Ahmad Shah Massoud (according to...
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