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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Words are the currency of culture. They endow us with self-awareness,
they make us laugh, they make us cry, they enable us to establish our values, and they even distinguish art from
science. They enable us to distinguish the past from the future Language permeates all the crevices of our
social life, and yet we take so much about it for granted. This book takes a new look at the way we use
language, and how it impinges on every aspect of life by looking more at some common aspects of the readers
experience, avoiding where possible the more traditional academic approaches. Man is one of the most recent
species to arrive on earth, but in our fairly brief history there have already been two really significant points of
change, and they can both be associated to language. The first, when it arrived, and subsequently diversified
into thousands of diFerent dialects; there are still about 6,500 active languages on earth. Secondly when, only
400 years ago, we began to use language in a new way, and science was born. Incredibly every human child
learns, with comparative ease, to learn any one (sometimes more) of these languages in an amazingly small
window of early childhood. Modern human culture began about 4 -500 years ago in Western Europe, and
despite it being clearly an outcome of the Scientific Revolution, seldom is the question posed about what
triggered this to suddenly occur, when all richness and variety of the great early civilisations of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Greece and Rome had faded. Science began to use language in a new way, and this set in
motion a chain of events that, today, makes...
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