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States: With Special Reference to the States West of Pennsylvania To American Farmers: In submitting this
pamphlet on Flax Culture, | ask your attention to a plain statement of facts. By ceasing from henceforth to
neglect our own interests as we have done in the past, and by resolutely entering upon reforms in Flax raising,
we thereby prepare the way for the development of the national linen industry which now is and will remain in
its infancy so long as the necessary raw material must be imported from Europe, chiefly from Russia and
Ireland, while we are destroying, or allowing to go to waste, valuable raw material every year by hundreds of
thousands of tons. The Flax fiber produced in the western states, has thus been annually destroyed in untold
quantities, and has also been through careless and improper cultivation, rendered unfit for use by
manufactories. By bestowing a little more care on our Flax crop, we might have annually added to the wealth
of the community ten million dollars, taking the very lowest estimate of only $10.00 per acre on one million
acres, which are every year under Flax in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, lowa, Minnesota, Kansas and
Nebraska. One million acres ought to have produced $35,000,000 worth of raw material, and even this sum falls
far short of the value of the product, as will be seen from the following: The aggregate acreage under flax in
Europe is estimated to be about 3,344,300 acres, producing annually about 457,675 tons of clean Flax fiber.
Therefore, proportionately, our western states should be capable of...
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