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collected by Internet companies. The bill requires that a Web site provide customers with a notice of its practice
and allow customers the opportunity to prevent their information from being sold to third parties. This
approach provides for privacy protection without imposing a burdensome regulatory framework and without
a Federal bureaucracy overseeing the various business practices of Internet companies. The bill puts in place
general statutory rules, but leaves industry free to determine how best to comply with them. It is imperative that
steps are taken, preferably by industry, but by government where necessary, to protect the integrity, security,
and privacy of the Internet. By introducing this legislation, however, | am not suggesting that government must
play a role in ensuring Internet integrity and privacy. Indeed, | would prefer to encourage private sector
solutions within the industry, and | hope to hear your thoughts on what is being done to develop these non-
governmental solutions. Now is the time for the various interests--private industry, law enforcement, other
government agencies, and privacy and consumer groups--to come together and formulate policies that will
help us to realize the promise of the Internet. Well, we are grateful to have a variety of witnesses here today. Let
me introduce our first panel of witnesses. First, we have Michael Vatis of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Mr.
Vatis is the Director of the National Infrastructure Protection Center here in Washington, DC. Our next witness is
James K. Robinson, the Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division at the Department of Justice. Mr.
Robinson is accompanied by Ms. Martha Stansell- Gamm, who is the Chief of...
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