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work, calls the poet of the Roman decadence, concluded some lines which have often been quoted as
applicable to the British Empire, with the dogmatic assertion that no limit could be assigned to the duration of
Roman sway. Nec terminus unquam Romanae ditionis erit. At the time this hazardous prophecy was made, the
huge overgrown Roman Empire was tottering to its fall. Does a similar fate await the British Empire? Are we so
far self-deceived, and are we so incapable of peering into the future as to be unable to see that many of the
steps which now appear calculated to enhance and to stereotype Anglo-Saxon domination, are but the
precursors of a period of national decay and senility? A thorough examination of this vital question would
necessarily involve the treatment of a great variety of subjects. The heart of the British Empire is to be found in
Great Britain. It is not proposed in this place to deal either with the working of British political institutions, or
with the various important social and economic problems which the actual condition of England presents, but
only with the extremities of the body politic, and more especially with those where the inhabitants of the
countries under British rule are not of Anglo-Saxon origin. What should be the profession of faith of a sound
but reasonable Imperialist? He will not be possessed with any secret desire to see the whole of Africa or of Asia
painted red on the maps. He will entertain not only a moral dislike, but also a political mistrust of that excessive
earth-hunger, which views with...
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