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Government of Insurrectionary States; Delivered in the House of Representatives, February 7, 1867 The House
resumed the consideration of the following bill: Whereas the pretended State governments of the late so-called
confederate States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana,
Florida, Texas, and Arkansas were set up without the authority of Congress and without the sanction of the
people; and whereas said pretended governments afford no adequate protection for life or property, but
countenance and encourage lawlessness and crime; and whereas it is necessary that peace and good order
should be enforced in said so-called States until loyal and republican State governments can be legally
established: Therefore, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That said so-called States shall be divided into military districts and made
subject to the military authority of the United States as hereinafter prescribed; and for that purpose Virginia
shall constitute the first district. North Carolina and South Carolina the second district, Georgia, Alabama, and
Florida the third district, Mississippi and Arkansas the fourth district, and Louisiana and Texas the fifth district.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of the General of the Army to assign to the command
of each of said districts an officer of the regular Army, not below the rank of brigadier general and to detail a
sufficient military force to enable such officer to perform his duties and enforce his authority within the district
to which he is assigned. Sec. 3. And be it...
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